
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

AGENDA 

NUMBULWAR LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, 12 JUNE 2019 
 
 

Notice is given that the next Numbulwar Local Authority Meeting of the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council will be held on: 
 

 Wednesday, 12 June 2019 at  

 The Conference Room Council Service Delivery Centre, Numbulwar 

 Commencing at 10:30 am 
 
Your attendance at the meeting will be appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharon HILLEN 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 
  
  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

NUMBULWAR CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:  
 
List Members of LA  
 
Elected Members 
 

1.  Mayor Judy MacFARLANE 
2.  Councillor Edwin NUNGGUMAJBARR 
3.  Councillor David MURRUNGUN 

 
Appointed Members 
 

1.  VACANT 
2.  Felicity Kym RAMI  
3.  Douglas WUNUNGMURRA 
4.  Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA 
5.  Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA 
6.  Kaheb NGALMI 
7. Tanya WILFRED  

 
 

MEMBERS: 10 
COUNCIL: 3 
LA: 7 
QUORUM: 6 (minimum requirement) 
PROVISIONAL: 5  

 
 
Explanatory Note: 
 

Meetings must meet a ‘quorum’ of 50% + 1 of all members. 
 
If no quorum, but a majority of appointed members (50% + 1) a ‘provisional meeting’ can be 
held. 
 
During a ’provisional meeting’, all agenda items may be discussed, and minutes must be 
kept. 
 
Members at a ‘provisional meeting’ may by majority vote make recommendations to 
Council, however the recommendations shall be considered as those of a ‘provisional 
meeting’ rather than a Local Authority. 
 
A ‘provisional meeting’ does not have the powers or function delegated to a Local 
Authority, and it cannot approve minutes of a Local Authority meeting. 
 
Local Authority appointed members are paid for attending meetings, (not for Informal 
Meetings or Roper Gulf Regional Council Employees during their hours of work). 
 



 

 

PLEDGE 
“We pledge to work as one towards a better future 
through effective use of all resources. 
 
We have identified these key values and principles 
of Honesty, Equality, Accountability, Respect and 
Trust as being integral in the achievement of our 
vision, that the Roper Gulf Regional Council is 
Sustainable, Viable and Vibrant”. 
 

PRAMIS BLA WI 
 
“Mela pramis bla wek gudbalawei bla meigim futja 
bla wi wanwei, en bla yusim ola gudwan ting bla 
helpum wi luk lida.   
 
Mela bin luk ol dijlod rul, ebrobodi gada tok 
trubalawei, wi gada meik so wi gibit firgo en lisin 
misalp, abum rispek en trastim misalp bla 
jinggabat  bla luk lida, Roper Galf  Rijinul Kaunsul 
deya maindim en kipbum bla wi pramis , dum wek 
brabli gudbalawei, en im laibliwan” 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 12.1 

TITLE Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

REFERENCE 820357 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority adopts the previous minutes from the 

meeting of 10 April 2019 as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Numbulwar Local Authority met on Wednesday 10 April 2019 at 10.00 at the Roper Gulf 
Regional Council Office in Numbulwar. 
 
Attached are the recorded minutes of that meeting. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   Numbulwar Local Authority 2019-04-10 [815657].DOCX   
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MINUTES OF THE NUMBULWAR LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING # 2 OF THE ROPER 
GULF REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE CONFERENCE ROOM COUNCIL 

SERVICE DELIVERY CENTRE, NUMBULWAR ON WEDNESDAY,  10 APRIL 2019 AT 
10.30 AM 

 

PRESENT/STAFF/GUESTS 

 

1.1 Elected Members 

 Councillor Edwin NUNGGUMAJBARR 

1.2 Appointed Members 

 Felicity RAMI 

 Douglas WUNUNGMURRA – Chairperson 

 Ronald NUNDHIRRIBALA 

 Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA 

1.3 Staff 

 Virginya BOON – Acting Director of Council and Community Services 

 Ashleigh ANDERSON – Local Authority Coordinator  

 Janelle MURRUNGUN – Senior Administrative Support Officer  

 John TREPO – Community Service Coordinator  

 Amanda NGALMI – Youth Coordinator  

 Phillip GEUER – Projects Administration Coordinator 

1.4 Guests 

 Kathy-Anne NUMAMURIDIDI – Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 

 

MEETING OPENED 

The Chairperson declared the meeting opened at 1115 as a provisional meeting and the 
Roper Gulf Regional Council pledge was read. 

 

WELCOME TO COUNTRY 

 
APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   
     
4.1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

151/2019 RESOLVED (Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA/Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA) CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Numbulwar Local Authority accepts the apologies of Mayor Judy 
 MacFARLANE and Councillor David MURRUNGUN. 
(b)  That the Numbulwar Local Authority did not receive apologies from Kahleb 
 NGALMI and TANYA WILFRED. 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
5.1 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS NUMBULWAR LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 

MINUTES 

152/2019 RESOLVED (Felicity Kym RAMI/Edwin NUNGGUMAJBARR)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes Confirmation of 

previous Meeting Minutes held on 20 February 2019. 
 
  
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest at this Numbulwar Local Authority. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
8.1 ACTION LIST  

153/2019 RESOLVED (Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA/Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA) CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the Action List.  
 
  
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE  
Nil 
 
OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE  
Nil 
 
BUSINESS ARISING  
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
11.1 ELECTED MEMBERS REPORT 

154/2019 RESOLVED (Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA/Felicity Kym RAMI)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the Elected Members 

Report. 
 
 
 
11.2 ENROL TO VOTE - YOUR VOICE, YOUR COMMUNITY 

155/2019 RESOLVED (Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA/Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA) CARRIED 
  
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes Enrol to vote – Your 

Voice, Your Community Report. 
 
 
 
11.3 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

156/2019 RESOLVED (Felicity Kym RAMI/Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the CDP Report. 
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11.4 COUNCIL SERVICES REPORT 

157/2019 RESOLVED (Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA/Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA)CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes Council Services 

Report. 
 
 
 
11.5 COMMUNITY SAFETY REPORT 

158/2019 RESOLVED (Felicity Kym RAMI/Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes Community Safety 

Report. 
  
 
 
 
11.6 GOVERNANCE REPORT - LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECT REGISTER UPDATE 

159/2019 RESOLVED (Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA/Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA)CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the updated report on 

Local Authority Project Funding as at 31 March 2019. 
 
 
 
11.7 COUNCIL FINANCIAL REPORT - SECOND QUARTER EXPENDITURE REPORT 

160/2019 RESOLVED (Felicity Kym RAMI/Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the Financial 

(Expenditure) Report for the second Quarter of 2018-19 financial year. 
 
 
 
11.8 TOWN PRIORITIES 2019-20 

161/2019 RESOLVED (Felicity Kym RAMI/Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority reviews its Town Priorities for 2019-20. 
 
Meeting adjourned for lunch 1233 – 1300hrs 
 
11.9 EMERGENCY PLANNING - Councillor Edwin NUNGGUMAJBARR 

162/2019 RESOLVED (Felicity Kym RAMI/Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA)  CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the verbal report on 
 Emergency Planning post Tropical Cyclone Trevor and raised the following 
 issues: 

 Stores closed early, and were only providing cash out transactions, not 
the purchase of food or supplies; 

 People were not supplied food in transit to Katherine and were only 
given one (1) sausage in bread upon arrival to the emergency 
evacuation centre; 

 Insufficient amount of tents provided; 

 Not enough fuel in town to drive to safety; 
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 Nothing organised adequately upon arrival in Katherine; 

 Arrival in Katherine at 0030 with no rest stops on bus journey; 

 No clear process or structure to evacuation, which caused panic among 
the community; 

 Elderly and disabled people in tents placed far away from toilets and 
showers; 

 Medications not provided to those who needed it. 
 
11.10 DOG REGISTER - Councillor Virginia Nundhirribala 

163/2019 RESOLVED (Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA/Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA) CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Numbulwar Local Authority raises concerns regarding dogs in the 
 community including: 

 Uncertain of how many dogs are in community; 

 No register to keep track of dogs and which house they belong to; 

 Issues relating to visitors/contractors feeding community dogs; 

 No policy on how many dogs per house. 
 
11.11 BURIAL SERVICES – John TEREPO  

164/2019 RESOLVED (Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA/Felicity Kym RAMI)  CARRIED 

 
(a)  That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the verbal report on 
 Burial Services in Numbulwar. 
 
11.12 FUEL - Councillor Douglas Wunungmurra 

165/2019 RESOLVED (Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA/Felicity Kym RAMI)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the verbal  report 
regarding the fuel bowser. 
 
 
11.13 HOUSING REFERENCE GROUP – Virginya BOON 

166/2019 RESOLVED (Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA/Roland NUNDHIRRIBALA) CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the information pertaining 
to the Housing Reference Group. 
 
 
11.13 COMMUNITY SAFETY - Councillor Edwin NUNGGUMAJBARR 

167/2019 RESOLVED (Virginia NUNDHIRRIBALA/Felicity Kym RAMI)  CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority note the following concerns: 

 Flights with weapons in community; 

 Concerns over workers safety; 

 
Action: Roper Gulf Regional Council staff to investigate speaking to various organisations within the 
community including the school and clinic, about holding a presentation regarding weapons. 
 
Action: Prime Minister and Cabinet to hold a community meeting to talk about community safety 
issues. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
Nil 
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CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
13.1 CLOSE OF MEETING 

168/2019 RESOLVED (Douglas  WUNUNGMURRA/Felicity Kym RAMI)  CARRIED 
 
 
The meeting terminated at 1416hrs 
 
THIS PAGE AND THE PRECEEDING PAGES ARE THE MINUTES OF THE Numbulwar 
Local Authority Meeting HELD ON Wednesday,  10 April 2019 AND CONFIRMED 
Wednesday,  05 June 2019. 
 
 

 
 
 

Chairperson     
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 18.1 

TITLE Elected Member Report 

REFERENCE 820359 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the Elected Members 

Report. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Elected Members report provides Local Authorities with a summary of the Agenda items 
and decisions made at the Ordinary Meeting of Council since the previous Local Authority 
Meeting, with the aim to convey the information from those meetings to the community 
members.  
 
Complete details of all Council, Committee and Local Authority agenda’s and minutes, are 
available on the Roper Gulf Regional Council website (www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au) and can be 
provided upon request at all the Council offices.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
At Ordinary Meeting of Council held in Barunga on Wednesday 17 April 2019, the full 
details are in the Ordinary Meeting of Council’s Minutes on the website.  
Decisions include: 
 
Ward Reports: 
 

That Council receives and notes the following Ward Reports: 
South West Gulf Ward Report; 
Never Never Ward Report; 
Yugul Mangi Ward Report; 
Nyirranggulung Ward Report; 
Numbulwar Numbirindi Ward Report. 

 
All approved recommendations from all wards are publicly available on the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council website. 
 

That Council notes its obligations under the Council’s Code of Conduct and that the 
Elected Members affirm their commitment to the Members’ Code of Conduct 
(CL001); 

That Council resolves to nominate Mayor Judy MacFARLANE for membership on the 
LGANT executive board; 

That Council resolves to keep to keep charging rates in line with adopted rating 
policy; 

That Council adopts the revised LA001 Local Authority Policy; 
That Council prescribes for each Local Authority the number of Appointed Members. 

o Numbulwar – seven (7) appointed members. 

That Council reviews draft Roper Gulf By-Laws; 
That Council resolves that its concerns pertaining to the draft By-Laws are put to the 

Territory as formal correspondence; 
That Council approves the 2019 Community Satisfaction Survey to be carried out; 
That Council receives and notes the report on Council’s potential involvement in the 

Northern Territory Government’s Houses for Health Program; 

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/
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That Council make a submission to the Exposure Draft of the Liquor Bill 2019, based 
on compilation of previous correspondence to the Territory pertaining to alcohol and 
its impact on Council operations; 

That Council informs the Territory that it wants 20km exclusion zone around all 
Communities prohibiting on-shore gas exploration or production activities; 

That Council receives and notes Elected Members’ concerns and discussions 
pertaining to Tropical Cyclone Trevor; 

 
Decisions from the Finance Committee on 27 March 2019 include: 

The Finance Committee approves the disposal of the following assets via auction: 

o Toyota LandCruiser Wagon 

o John Deere 5403 Tractor 

o John Deere 997 Zero Turn Mower 

o John Deere 850D Rough Terrain Vehicle x 2 

o Kubota B26 Tractor 

 
Full Agendas and Minutes from Council and Committee meetings are publically 
available on the Roper Gulf Regional Council website at: 
www.ropergulf.nt.gov/reports-publications/council-meetings-agendas-and-minutes/ 
A printed copy can be requested at any Roper Gulf Council Office. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
  

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov/reports-publications/council-meetings-agendas-and-minutes/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 18.2 

TITLE NAIDOC Week 

REFERENCE 820360 

AUTHOR Prue LANE, Communications Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the report relating to 

NAIDOC week; 
(b) That the Numbulwar Downs Local Authority informs Council of its plans and 

festivities for that week. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is 
celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. The 
week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities and to support your local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. 
 
Council selects the Civic Events it wishes to participate in at the start of each Financial Year. 
Each community is expected to fulfill its obligation to put on an event to honour Councils 
choices. NAIDOC week occurs between 07 – 14 of July 2019. This year’s theme is Voice, 
Treaty, Truth.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Numbulwar Local Authority will need to report their plans for NAIDOC week no later than the 
24 of June 2019.   
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Council will discuss financial support based on the activities decided on.  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 18.3 

TITLE Animal Management Report 

REFERENCE 820683 

AUTHOR Prerna RAMAWAT, Governance Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes Animal Management 

Report. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
There have been three (3) visits in the 2018/2019 financial year so far.  
An education program was run in the school holiday program in July 2018. 
 
The April 2019 vet visit was cut short by one (1) day due to a high flood risk for one of the 
river crossings.  Because of the time constraint, several surgeries needed to be postponed 
to the next vet visit, and approximately 20 houses were not visited for census and worming.  
 
The next vet visit is from the 29 July 2019 until the 03 August 2019, in the next financial 
year.  
 

18/19 Vet visits: 
2018: 02-03 July 2018 education  2019:   01-04 April  2019  
 10-14 September 2018    
 03-06 December 2018      

 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 18.4 

TITLE LA001 - Local Authority Policy 

REFERENCE 821773 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receives and notes the updated Local 

Authority Policy. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
On Wednesday 17 April 2019, the Elected Members met in Barunga for their second 
Ordinary Meeting of Council in 2019. Resolution 87/2019 was carried by Councillor Donald 
GARNER and Councillor Deanna KENNEDY and included the adoption of the revised LA001 
Local Authority Policy. 
 
This policy was revised in accordance with the Local Government Act and Guideline 8 and 
applies to all of Roper Gulf Regional Council’s Local Authorities. 
 
Important changes to note: 

• Council can terminate a member(s) who have failed to attend two (2) consecutive 
meetings without an apology being accepted by the Local Authority members or 
Council; 

• Council can terminate a member(s) who they believe are not performing their duties 
as a Local Authority member; 

• Council can terminate a member(s) for breaches of policy or inappropriate conduct 
and; 

• Special Meetings cannot be called in same manner as Special Council Meetings. 
Extra Meetings may be called by the Chair or by Council, however these must be 
convened as standard Local Authority Meetings. 

 
Attached is the full revised policy adopted by Council. This policy, and all other policies can 
also be found on the Roper Gulf Regional Council website at: 
www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/reports-publications/policies/ 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   LA001 - Local Authority Policy.pdf   
  

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/reports-publications/policies/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 18.5 

TITLE Council Financial Report - April 2019 
Expenditure Report 

REFERENCE 821920 

AUTHOR Lokesh ANAND, Chief Financial Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receive and note the Financial 
 (Expenditure) Report for the month of April 2018/2019 financial year. 

 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
As per the Guideline 8 of the Local Government Act, the Council is to submit a current 
financial report of actuals against the latest approved budget for the local authority area.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
There are underspends/overspends in few activities as outlined in the attached expenditure 
report. The brief explanation for these underspends/overspends for each directorate is as 
follow:    
  
Directorate of Corporate Governance:  
 
The total of underspend under this directorate is $386,299. The major activity contributing to 
this underspend is Local Authority Project funding. There are a few LA projects currently in 
progress. Also, there is underspend in Asset Management program due to NLC lease for 
buildings not expensed yet.  On completion of these projects and payment of invoices, the 
actual expenses incurred will be in line with budgeted figures  
 
Directorate of Commercial Services: 
  
The total of underspend under this directorate is $467,813. There are two major activities 
contributing to this underspend – Service Fee CDP and Employer Outcome Payment CDP. 
The reason for underspend under Service Fee CDP activity is vacant positions & staff 
absences. There is underspend in other operating expenses due to the same reason. Under 
Employer outcome payment program, the income received is lesser than the estimated 
income, resulting in less expenditure for administration and project management fee. 
 
Directorate of Council & Community Services: 
 
The total underspend under this directorate is $1,950,200. There are few activities where the 
actual expense incurred is less than budget for: 
 

 Local Roads Maintenance program $1,513,333 – The budget kept for community 
roads upgrade is yet to be expensed. 

 Ngukurr and Numbulwar Freight Hub $198,778 – The project is in progress stage.    

 Aged Care Services $101,250 – Underspend is mainly driven by vacant positions 
and staff absences. 

 Night Patrol $60,534 – Underspend is due to vacant positions and staff absences. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   Numbulwar Local Authority - Expenditure Report 30.04.2019.pdf   
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 18.6 

TITLE Goverance Report - Numbulwar Local  
Authority Project Register Update 

REFERENCE 821924 

AUTHOR Lokesh ANAND, Chief Financial Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Numbulwar Local Authority receive and note the report on the Local 

Authority Project funding. 
 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Since 2014, the Numbulwar Local Authority has received a total of $ 750,046 in Local 
Authority Project Funding from the Department of Housing and community Development.  
 
The handouts of the most updated project register will be provided at the meeting. The 
report will include information of the status of the projects that the Numbulwar Local 
Authority have allocated funds to and the amount of funds that is yet to be allocated to 
projects.  
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   Numbulwar Local Authority Project Register 27.05.2019.pdf   
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