
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

AGENDA 

NGUKURR LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, 10 DECEMBER 2019 
 
 

Notice is given that the next Ngukurr Local Authority Meeting of the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council will be held on: 
 

 Tuesday, 10 December 2019  

 The Conference Room Council Service Delivery Centre, Ngukurr 

 Commencing at 10:30 AM 
 
Your attendance at the meeting will be appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Phillip LUCK 
Chief Executive Officer 
  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

NGUKURR LOCAL AUTHORITY CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Elected Members 
 
1. Mayor Judy MacFARLANE 
2. Cr Eric ROBERTS 
3. Cr Owen TURNER  
 
Appointed Members 
 
1. Robin ROGERS 
2. Ian GUMBULA 
3. Michelle FARRELL 
4. Tanya JOSHUA 
5. Marcia ROBERTS 
6. Vacant 
 
MEMBERS: 9 
COUNCIL: 3 
LA: 6 
QUORUM: 5 (minimum requirement) 
PROVISIONAL: 4 
 
 
 
Explanatory Note: 
 
Meetings must meet a ‘quorum’ of 50% + 1 of all members. 
 
If no quorum, but a majority of appointed members (50% + 1) a ‘provisional meeting’ can be 
held. 
 
During a ’provisional meeting’, all agenda items may be discussed, and minutes must be 
kept. 
 
Members at a ‘provisional meeting’ may by majority vote make recommendations to 
Council, however the recommendations shall be considered as those of a ‘provisional 
meeting’ rather than a Local Authority. 
 
A ‘provisional meeting’ does not have the powers or function delegated to a Local 
Authority, and it cannot approve minutes of a Local Authority meeting. 
 
Local Authority appointed members are paid for attending meetings, (not for Informal 
Meetings or Roper Gulf Regional Council Employees during their hours of work). 



 

 

 
PLEDGE 

 
“We pledge to work as one towards a better 
future through effective use of all resources. 
 
We have identified these key values and 
principles of Honesty, Equality, Accountability, 
Respect and Trust as being integral in the 
achievement of our vision, that the Roper Gulf 
Regional Council is Sustainable, Viable and 
Vibrant”. 
 

PRAMIS BLA WI 
 
“Mela pramis bla wek gudbalawei bla meigim 
futja bla wi wanwei, en bla yusim ola gudwan ting 
bla helpum wi luk lida.   
 
Mela bin luk ol dijlod rul, ebrobodi gada tok 
trubalawei, wi gada meik so wi gibit firgo en lisin 
misalp, abum rispek en trastim misalp bla 
jinggabat  bla luk lida, Roper Galf  Rijinul Kaunsul 
deya maindim en kipbum bla wi pramis, dum wek 
brabli gudbalawei, en im laibliwan.” 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 5.1 

TITLE Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

REFERENCE 875214 

AUTHOR Ashleigh ANDERSON, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Ngukurr Local Authority confirms the minutes from the Ngukurr Local 
Authority Meeting held on 22 October 2019, to be a correct record of that meetings 
decisions and proceedings. 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Ngukurr Local Authority met with quorum on Tuesday 22 October 2019 at 10:30, 
attached are the recorded minutes from that meeting for the Local Authorities confirmation. 
 
The next scheduled Ngukurr Local Authority meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday 18 
February 2020 at 10:30am. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Ngukurr Local Authority 2019-10-22 [861369].DOCX   
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MINUTES OF THE NGUKURR LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING HELD AT THE 
CONFERENCE ROOM COUNCIL SERVICE DELIVERY CENTRE, NGUKURR ON 

TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER 2019 AT 10:30 AM 

 

PRESENT/STAFF/GUESTS 

 

1.1 Elected Members 

 Councillor Eric ROBERTS – Chairperson 

 Councillor Owen TURNER 

 

1.2 Appointed Members 

 Robin ROGERS 

 Michelle FARRELL 

 Tanya JOSHUA 

 

1.3 Staff 
 Phillip LUCK – Chief Executive Officer 

 Thea GRIFFIN – Manager Council Project and Community Engagement 

 Chris KASSMAN – Council Service Coordinator 

 Ashleigh ANDERSON – Local Authority Coordinator 

 Andrew SUA – Community Safety Coordinator 

 

1.4 Guests 

 Pethie LYONS – Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) 

 Rodney HOFFMAN – Department of Local Government, Housing and 
Community Development 

 Heimo SCHOBER -  Keep Australia Beautiful 

 

MEETING OPENED 

The Ngukurr Local Authority Meeting opened at 10:20am with QUORUM. The Chairperson 
welcomed members, staff and guests and the Roper Gulf Regional Council Pledge was 
read. 

 

WELCOME TO COUNTRY 

Councillor Eric Roberts 



Attachment 1 Ngukurr Local Authority 2019-10-22 [861369].DOCX 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 8 
 

 
APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   
 
4.1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

168/2019 RESOLVED (Owen TURNER/Robin ROGERS)    CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Ngukurr Local Authority accepts the apologies from Mayor Judy 

 MacFARLANE and Local Authority Members Marcia ROBERTS and Ian 
 GUMBULA. 

 
CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
5.1 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

169/2019 RESOLVED (Eric ROBERTS/Michelle FARRELL)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority confirms the minutes taken at the Ngukurr 

Local Authority meeting held on 13 August 2019 to be a correct record of that 
meetings decisions and proceedings. 

  

CALL FOR ITEMS OF OTHER BUSINESS 
12.1 Fencing issues in Community 
12.2 Ngukurr Oval Lights 
12.3 Toilet Block for Airport 
12.4 Keep Australia Beautiful 
12.5 Footpaths 

 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest at this Ngukurr Local Authority. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
8.1 ACTION LIST 

170/2019 RESOLVED (Tanya JOSHUA/Michelle FARRELL)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the Action List. 
  
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE  

Nil 
 
OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE  

Nil 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
11.1 ROPER RIVER WATER RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 

171/2019 RESOLVED (Robin ROGERS/Owen TURNER)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the presentation from 

CSIRO Land and Water pertaining to the Roper River Water Resource 
Assessment and the indigenous water values, rights, interests and development 
goals. 
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11.2 LOCAL NAMES FOR CEMETERIES 

172/2019 RESOLVED (Michelle FARRELL/Robin ROGERS)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the information regarding 

Cemeteries; 
(b) That the Ngukurr Local Authority requests that Council write a letter to the 

Department of Local Government, Housing and Community Development 
regarding additional investigation in old cemeteries in Ngukurr; 

(c) That the Ngukurr Local Authority recommends that more community 
consultation occurs around the Ngukurr Cemetery names. 

 
11.3 ELECTED MEMBER REPORT 

173/2019 RESOLVED (Robin ROGERS/Tanya JOSHUA)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the Elected Member 

Report; 
(b) That the Ngukurr Local Authority requests that Council writes a letter to the 

Commissioner of Police in regards to Police response times in Ngukurr. 

 
11.4 NGUKURR POLICE COMPLEX UPGRADE 

174/2019 RESOLVED (Owen TURNER/Eric ROBERTS)     CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority note the planned design and upgrade of the 

Ngukurr Police Complex. 

 
11.5 COUNCIL SERVICES REPORT 

175/2019 RESOLVED (Robin ROGERS/Michelle FARRELL)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the Council Services 

Report. 
The meeting was adjourned for lunch 12:06pm – 12:25pm 

 
11.6 COUNCIL FINANCIAL REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2019 

EXPENDITURE REPORT 

176/2019 RESOLVED (Owen TURNER/Robin ROGERS)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and note the Financial (Expenditure) 

Report for the month of September 2019. 

 
11.7 2018-19 LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECT FUNDING 

177/2019 RESOLVED (Eric ROBERTS/Michelle FARRELL)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the signed Certification for 

2018-19 Local Authority Project Funding. 

 
11.8 GOVERNANCE REPORT - LOCAL AUTHORITY  

PROJECT REGISTER UPDATE 

178/2019 RESOLVED (Owen TURNER/Robin ROGERS)    CARRIED 
 
(a) That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and note the report on the Local 

Authority Project funding. 
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OTHER BUSINESS  
 
12.1 FENCING ISSUES IN COMMUNITY 

179/2019 RESOLVED (Robin ROGERS/Tanya JOSHUA)    CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Ngukurr Local Authority requests that Council write a letter to the 

 Department of Local Government, Housing and Community Development 
 regarding fencing repairs in Ngukurr Community raising concerns about dogs 
 and people walking through yards. 

 
12.2 NGUKURR OVAL LIGHTS 

180/2019 RESOLVED (Robin ROGERS/Owen TURNER)     CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Ngukurr Local Authority refers to the Ordinary Meeting of Council about 

 holding a Ngukurr Oval Lighting Commemorative event.  
 
12.3 TOILET BLOCK FOR AIRPORT 

181/2019 RESOLVED (Owen TURNER/Tanya JOSHUA)     CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Ngukurr Local Authority requests that Council investigate costings to 

 install a Toilet Block at the Ngukurr Airport. 
 
12.4 KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL 

182/2019 RESOLVED (Tanya JOSHUA/Owen TURNER)     CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Ngukurr Local Authority requests that Council continue to engage and 

 support the Keep Australia Beautiful/Tidy Towns Program for Ngukurr. 
 
12.5 FOOTPATHS 

183/2019 RESOLVED (Owen TURNER/Tanya JOSHUA)     CARRIED 
 
(a)  That the Ngukurr Local Authority request that Council establish a footpath 

 project, explore funding options with the Northern Territory Government and 

 investigate initial designs and costings and present to the Local Authority. 
 
CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
The meeting terminated at 1:37pm. 
 
THIS PAGE AND THE PRECEEDING PAGES ARE THE MINUTES OF THE Ngukurr Local 
Authority Meeting HELD ON Tuesday, 22 October 2019 AND CONFIRMED Tuesday, 10 
December 2019. 

 
 

 
 
 

Chairperson     
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 8.1 

TITLE Action List 

REFERENCE 875373 

AUTHOR Ashleigh ANDERSON, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Ngukurr Local Authority: 

(a) Receives and notes the Action List; 
(b) Approves the removal of all completed Action List items. 

 

Current Actions 

 
 
 
 
 

D
a

te
 

Ite
m

 N
o

 

Agenda 
Item  

Action Required 
Responsible 

Person 

S
ta

tu
s
 

Update 
 

2
2
.1

0
.1

9
 

1
1
.2

 

Cemeteries Letter to be 
written to 
DLGHCD 
regarding 
investigation into 
old cemeteries 

CEO 

O
n

g
o

in
g
 

Letter written requesting 
investigation into old 
cemeteries in Ngukurr. 

2
2
.1

0
.1

9
 

1
1
.3

 

Police 
Response 
Times 

Letter to be 
written to 
NTPFES about 
response times in 
Ngukurr 

CEO C
o

m
p

le
te

d
 

A letter has been sent to 
the Commissioner of 
Police with an invitation 
to attend the OMC to 
discuss issues. 

2
2
.1

0
.1

9
 

1
2
.1

 

Fencing 
Issues 

Letter to be 
written to 
DLGHCD about 
fencing repairs 

CEO O
n

g
o

in
g
 

Letter written raising 
fencing issues and repair 
solutions in Ngukurr. 

2
2
.1

0
.1

9
 

1
2
.2

 
Ngukurr 
Oval Lights 
Event 

Council to 
deliberate on 
holding an event 
in Ngukurr for the 
newly installed 
oval lights 

CEO  C
o

m
p

le
te

 

 

Event organised for 
Saturday 7 December 
2019. 

2
2
.1

0
.1

9
 

1
2
.3

 

Toilet Block 
at Ngukurr 
Airstrip 

Council to 
investigate 
costing to install 
Toilet Block at the 
Airstrip 

GMIS&P O
n

g
o

in
g
 

Costings and options 
being investigated 
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 Long Term and Advocacy 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report.    

D
a

te
 

Agenda 
Item # 

Action Required 
Responsible 

Person 

S
ta

tu
s
 

Update 
 

1
4
.0

2
.1

8
 

Outdoor 
Stage 

Build Outdoor 
Stage on Oval 

DCG / DCCS/ 
Yugul Mangi 

O
n

g
o

in
g
 

No current approvals, No final 
design as yet. Stage included in 
Sports and Recreation Master 
Plan 
 

1
4
.0

2
.1

8
 

Multipurpos
e Court 

Construct 
Multipurpose 
Court 

DCG / DCCS / 
Yugul Mangi 

O
n

g
o

in
g
 

Included in the Sports and 
Recreation Master Plan 

1
4
.0

2
.1

8
 

Cemetery 
Fencing  

Fencing both 
Cemeteries 

DCG / DCCS / 
Yugul Mangi 

In
 p

ro
g
re

s
s
 

CSC working on fencing. Fence 
Line has been plotted. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.1 

TITLE Ngukurr Animal Management Report 

REFERENCE 865335 

AUTHOR Rebecca BURRIE, Veterinarian         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the animal management report 
from October 2019. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Vet visit date:  
13 – 18 October 2019 
 
Education:  
An education session was run with the FAFT, childcare and preschool. 
 
We played the ‘pillowcase game’ for what dogs need, and made cat face masks with the 
kids. 
 
We talked to FAFT about parvovirus, and the breeding potential of cats.  
 
Everyone in FAFT asked a lot of questions. Even though most of the mothers in FAFT didn’t 
have cats, everyone seemed to know about how quickly cats breed.  
 
Cats:  
Compared to last visit, most of Ngukurr 
community seems to know that it is 
important to desex your cat when it is 
young. Then you don’t to end up with 20 
cats to look after! This message has 
spread well in community.  
 
Desexing cats also helps country. Cats 
kill lots of bush animals. 
 
This is a photo of all the bush animals 
this cat had in its guts when the rangers 
found it. 

 
 
Kriol radio talks about animal health and welfare: 
 
The animal management team has made messages about animal health in Kriol.  
 
These will soon be played on local radio.  
 
The topics covered are: animal welfare, cats, desexing boy dogs, desexing girl dogs, 
dingoes, parvovirus, looking after your puppy, why it important to be kind to your puppy, 
ticks, how dogs help us feel happier.  
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Statistics: 

 
 

Total dogs 

 
 

Total  
Cats 

 
 

Dogs worm 
& tick 

medicine 
 

 
 

Seen by 
vet 

 
 

Animals 
desexed 

 
 

Other 
surgeries 

 
 

Animals 
put down 

278 93 116 4 24 4 2 
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1. Are the dogs fat or thin? 
Most dogs are well cared for in Ngukurr, many are even too fat!  
 

 
 

 
 

2. Do the dogs have mange? 
Most of the dogs in Ngukurr have good skin. Some dogs have lots of fleas, making half their 
body itchy and hairless. Flea medicine can be bought from the shop. The best one to buy is 
called Nexgard. 
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ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 

 
Things for Ngukurr Local Authority to consider:  

 Ticks: 
Tick season is coming! 

Remember that it is important to kill ticks on your dog early.  

The fat grey ticks are the female ones. One female tick can lay 3000 eggs! 

You can pull the ticks off your dog, or wash them with tick shampoo. But the best 

medicine for ticks is called Nexgard. Nexgard is a tablet that kills ticks and fleas. It is 

sold at the Outback store in Ngukurr. It is for dogs only. It is behind the counter 

where they sell cigarettes.  

 

One tablet costs $15.00 you cannot buy it that cheap in a store anywhere else.  

 

You can also buy it online. These websites have good deals on pet products: 

- www.vetsupply.com.au  
- www.budgetpetproducts.com.au  
It is the best way that you can treat your dog for ticks. It lasts 4-6 weeks.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 

http://www.vetsupply.com.au/
http://www.budgetpetproducts.com.au/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.2 

TITLE Elected Member Report 

REFERENCE 875431 

AUTHOR Ashleigh ANDERSON, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and notes the Elected Member Report. 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Elected Member Report provides Local Authorities with a summary of the decisions 
made at Ordinary Meetings of Council and Committee meetings since the previous Local 
Authority Meeting. The aim of this report is to convey the information from those meetings to 
the Local Authority members, and then from the Local Authority to the wider community. 
 
Complete details of all Council, Committee and Local Authority agendas and minutes, are 
publicly available at www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au and can be provided upon request and all the 
Roper Gulf Regional Council offices. 
 
The Ordinary Meeting of Council was held in Beswick on Wednesday 30 October 2019 
decisions includes that Council: 

 Receives and notes the Yugul Mangi Ward Report; 

 Receives and notes the planned building upgrades to the Ngukurr Police complex; 

 Draws the winner of the 2019 Community Satisfaction Survey – Daphne MAWSON 
was named as the winner; 

 Receives and notes the Local Authority Project updates; 

 Receives and notes the incoming correspondence pertaining to opening of the Oval 
lights on 7 December 2019; 

 Receives and notes the request from Ms. Colleen HAMPTON pertaining to the 
Memorial Plaque and Ngukurr Church; 

 That footpaths in communities be added as an Action List item. 
 
The Roads Committee Meeting and Finance Committee meeting was held in Katherine 
on Wednesday 27 November 2019, the resolutions from those meetings were 
unavailable at the time the Agenda was created and will be publicly available on the 
Roper Gulf Regional Council website within 10 days post meeting, and be presented 
at the next Local Authority meeting in 2020. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
  

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.3 

TITLE Governance Report - Local Authority  
Project Register Update 

REFERENCE 869747 

AUTHOR Lokesh ANAND, Chief Financial Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and note the report on the Local Authority 
Project funding. 
 

BACKGROUND 
Since 2014, the Ngukurr Local Authority has received a total of $784,355 in Local Authority 
Project Funding from the Northern Territory Department of Local Government, Housing and 
Community Development. Please see attached project register for list of projects currently in 
progress for which Local Authority has allocated funds. 
 
The grant funding of $170,170 for Financial Year 2019-2020 has not yet been received. 
 
The total unallocated funds as at 25 November 2019 as per the attached report are 
$2,192.11. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Ngukurr Local Authority Project Register 25.11.2019.pdf   
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.4 

TITLE Council Financial Report - 31 October 2019 
Expenditure Report 

REFERENCE 869751 

AUTHOR Lokesh ANAND, Chief Financial Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Ngukurr Local Authority receives and note the Financial (Expenditure) Report 
for the month of October 2019. 
 

BACKGROUND 
As per the Local Government Act 2008 and Guideline 8, the Council is to submit a current 
financial report of actual expenditure against the latest approved budget for the Local 
Authority area.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
There are underspends and overspends in few activities as outlined in the attached 
expenditure report. The brief explanation for these underspends and overspends for each 
directorate are as follows:    
  
Directorate of Corporate Governance:  
The total underspend under this directorate is $145,847. The major activities contributing this 
underspend is Activity 138 – Local Authority Project underspend of ($197,557)  
Most of the Local Authority projects are still in progress. 
 
After completion of the work and payment of invoices, there will not be any underspends. 
 
Directorate of Commercial Services: 
The total underspend under this directorate is $13,786. The underspend is mainly due to 
staff absences under Activity 220 – Territory housing repairs and maintenance contract and 
Activity 241 - Airstrip maintenance contract. 
 
Directorate of Council and Community Services: 
The total underspend under this directorate is $402,695. There are few activities where the 
actual expense incurred is less than budget for: 

 Activity 485 - Ngukurr and Numbulwar Freight Hub $58,333 – The project is 
facing some challenges and management team is in discussion with department 
to resolve the matter; and 

 Activity 499 - Ngukurr Sports Courts $166,667 – Project is currently at designing 
stage. 

 Activity 111 - Council Services General ($27,171), Activity 341 – Commonwealth 
Aged Care ($11,836), Activity 401 – Night Patrol ($39,026) are due to staff 
absences and vacant positions. 

 
Other services:  
There are $221,124 overspend on other services activities. The major activity contributing to 
this overspend is in Activity 464 - Oval Lights project. The project is progress and the activity 
is showing overspend is only due to a timing issue. The actual expenditure is within the total 
budgeted expenditure amount. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Ngukurr Local Authority - Expenditure Report 31.10.2019.pdf   
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