
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

AGENDA 

BULMAN LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

THURSDAY, 04 JULY 2019 
 
 

Notice is given that the next Bulman Local Authority Meeting of the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council will be held on: 
 

 Thursday, 04 July 2019 at  

 The Conference Room Council Service Delivery Centre, Bulman 

 Commencing at 10.00 am 
 
Your attendance at the meeting will be appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phillip LUCK 
Chief Executive Officer 
  
  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

BULMAN CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Elected Members  
 
1. Mayor Judy MacFARLANE, 
2. Deputy Mayor Helen LEE, 
3. Cr Selina ASHLEY, 
4. Cr Deanna KENNEDY, 
 
Appointed Members 
 
1. Darilyn MARTIN, 
2. Annunciata BRADSHAW, 
3. John DALYWATER, 
4.Jill CURTIS, 
5. Peter Apaak Jupurrula MILLER, 
6. Annette MILLER. 
 
MEMBERS: 10 
COUNCIL: 4 
LA: 6 
QUORUM: 6 (minimum requirement) 
PROVISIONAL: 4 
 
 
Explanatory Note: 
 
Meetings must meet a ‘quorum’ of 50% + 1 of all members. 
 
If no quorum, but a majority of appointed members (50% + 1) a ‘provisional meeting’ can be 
held. 
 
During a ’provisional meeting’, all agenda items may be discussed, and minutes must be 
kept. 
 
Members at a ‘provisional meeting’ may by majority vote make recommendations to 
Council, however the recommendations shall be considered as those of a ‘provisional 
meeting’ rather than a Local Authority. 
 
A ‘provisional meeting’ does not have the powers or function delegated to a Local 
Authority, and it cannot approve minutes of a Local Authority meeting. 
 
Local Authority appointed members are paid for attending meetings, (not for Informal 

Meetings or Roper Gulf Regional Council Employees during their hours of work). 



 

 

 

PLEDGE 
“We pledge to work as one towards a better future 
through effective use of all resources. 
 
We have identified these key values and principles 
of Honesty, Equality, Accountability, Respect and 
Trust as being integral in the achievement of our 
vision, that the Roper Gulf Regional Council is 
Sustainable, Viable and Vibrant”. 
 

PRAMIS BLA WI 
 
“Mela pramis bla wek gudbalawei bla meigim futja 
bla wi wanwei, en bla yusim ola gudwan ting bla 
helpum wi luk lida.   
 
Mela bin luk ol dijlod rul, ebrobodi gada tok 
trubalawei, wi gada meik so wi gibit firgo en lisin 
misalp, abum rispek en trastim misalp bla 
jinggabat  bla luk lida, Roper Galf  Rijinul Kaunsul 
deya maindim en kipbum bla wi pramis , dum wek 
brabli gudbalawei, en im laibliwan” 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 5.1 

TITLE Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

REFERENCE 820476 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority adopts the previous minutes from the meeting 

of 14 February 2019 as a true and accurate record of that meeting.  
 

BACKGROUND 
The Bulman Local Authority met on Thursday 14 February 2019 at 11.00am at the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council Office in Bulman. 
 
The next scheduled date of the Bulman Local Authority was on Thursday 18 April 2019 at 
11.00. However, that meeting was cancelled due to lack of quorum. 
 
Attached are the recorded minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2019. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Bulman Local Authority 2019-02-14 [796360].pdf   
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 8.1 

TITLE Action List 

REFERENCE 825034 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the Action List. 
 
 
 

 

 

D
a

te
 

Ite
m

 

Title Comments 
Responsi

ble 
Person 

S
ta

tu
s
 

Update 

0
5
.1

2
.2

0
1
8

 

8
.1

 

New Action Light on hill 

and mobile 

transmitter on 

hill 

 

Area 
Manager O

n
g
o
in

g
 

14/02/2019 – Further 
investigation required.  

2
7
.0

9
.2

0
1
7

 

1
2
.2

 

Road 
Management 

Advocate for 

Central Arnhem 

Highway to 

reduce dust 

issues. Upgrade 

and seal from 

bridge to 

Weemol  

CEO / Area 
Manager / 

NTG In
 P

ro
g
re

s
s
 

14/06/2019 - Designs and 
estimates given to DIPL. Still 
ongoing. 

2
2
.0

2
.2

0
1
8

 

9
.1

 

Solar Light at 
Weemol 

Solar Light at 

entry to Weemol 

DCS / 
Projects 

O
n
g
o
in

g
 

Included with Solar Light 

package. 

0
5
.1

2
.2

0
1
8

 

1
1
.5

 

Toilet Block Public Toilet 
near Roper Gulf 

Office 

Area 
Manager / 

CEO / DCS 

In
 p

ro
g
re

s
s
 

14/02/2019 – Local Authority 

decided on connection of public 

toilet rather than dry toilet. 

1
4
.0

2
.2

0
1
9

 

1
1
.2

 

Weed spraying 
practices 

Review Weed 
Spraying 

Processes 

CSC C
o
m

p
le

te
d

 

CSC has reviewed and updated 

weed spraying processes. 
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1
4
.0

2
.2

0
1
9

 

1
1
.3

 

Police in Bulman Roper Gulf to 
Advocate for 

Police Station in 
Bulman 

CEO 

O
n
g
o
in

g
 

14/02/2019 – Letter to be written 

to MLA Member for Arnhem to 

have a police station in Bulman. 

Bulman currently serviced by 

Police in Manyallaluk. 

1
4
.0

2
.1

9
 

1
2
.2

 

Weemol Sewage Information on 
Weemol 

Sewage Project 

Roper Gulf 
/ CEO O

n
g
o
in

g
 

 

1
4
.0

2
.1

9
 

1
2
.3

 

Fast Driving by 
Rangers 

John Dalywater 
to speak to staff 

about driving  

CSC  C
o
m

p
le

te
d

 
14/06/2019 – Rangers spoken 

about speed limits and dangers 

of driving too fast in community. 

1
4
.0

2
.1

9
 

1
2
.4

 

Mount Catt 
Outstation 

Roads 
Conditions on 
Access Road 

DCCS / 
DCS O
n
g
o
in

g
 

14/06/2019 – Virginya to speak to 

Marc about concerns regarding 

the Mount Catt access Road. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report.    
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.1 

TITLE Elected Member Report 

REFERENCE 825243 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the Elected Members 

Report. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Elected Members report provides Local Authorities with a summary of the Agenda items 
and decisions made at the Ordinary Meeting of Council since the previous Local Authority 
Meeting, with the aim to convey the information from those meetings to the community 
members.  
 
Complete details of all Council, Committee and Local Authority agenda’s and minutes, are 
available on the Roper Gulf Regional Council website (www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au) and can be 
provided upon request at all the Council offices.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
At Ordinary Meeting of Council held in Barunga on Wednesday 17 April 2019, the full 
details are in the Ordinary Meeting of Council’s Minutes on the website.  
Decisions include: 
 
Ward Reports: 
 

That Council receives and notes the following Ward Reports: 
South West Gulf Ward Report; 
Never Never Ward Report; 
Yugul Mangi Ward Report; 
Nyirranggulung Ward Report; 
Numbulwar Numbirindi Ward Report. 

 
All approved recommendations from all wards are publicly available on the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council website. 
 

That Council notes its obligations under the Council’s Code of Conduct and that the 
Elected Members affirm their commitment to the Members’ Code of Conduct 
(CL001); 

That Council resolves to nominate Mayor Judy MacFARLANE for membership on the 
LGANT executive board; 

That Council resolves to keep to keep charging rates in line with adopted rating 
policy; 

That Council adopts the revised LA001 Local Authority Policy; 
That Council prescribes for each Local Authority the number of Appointed Members. 

o Barunga – eight (8) appointed members; 

o Beswick – six (6) appointed members; 

o Bulman – six (6) appointed members; 

o Manyallaluk – six (6) appointed members 

That Council reviews draft Roper Gulf By-Laws; 
That Council resolves that its concerns pertaining to the draft By-Laws are put to the 

Territory as formal correspondence; 
That Council approves the 2019 Community Satisfaction Survey to be carried out; 

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/
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That Council formally enters into licence agreements with the Northern Land Council 
for Cemeteries Management at Beswick, Barunga, Bulman and Weemol, by affixing 
its Common Seal to the documents; 

That Council receives and notes the report on Eva Valley Access Road Maintenance; 
That Council receives and notes the report on Council’s potential involvement in the 

Northern Territory Government’s Houses for Health Program; 
That Council allocates $120,000 towards the Weemol resealing project and $45,000 

towards the Bulman Road and Stormwater design project; 
That Council make a submission to the Exposure Draft of the Liquor Bill 2019, based 

on compilation of previous correspondence to the Territory pertaining to alcohol and 
its impact on Council operations; 

That Council informs the Territory that it wants 20km exclusion zone around all 
Communities prohibiting on-shore gas exploration or production activities; 

That Council rescinds the membership of Margaret LINDSAY from the Bulman Local 
Authority due to lack of attendance. 

 
Decisions from the Roads Committee Meeting on 29 May 2019 include: 

That the Roads Committee receives and notes the 2019-20 Draft Five Year Roads 
Plan and approves in principle allocations for inclusion in the 2019/2020 Regional 
Plan and Budget details with amendments for presentation to Council; 

That the Roads Committee notes the reconciliation of the $2M allocated roads 
funding. 
 

Decisions from the Finance Committee Meeting on 29 May 2019 include: 
That the Finance Committee authorizes 12 month extensions to the following 

contracts for Territory Housing: i. Provision of Housing maintenance coordination 
services in specified communities; ii. Provision of Tenancy Management Services in 
specified remote communities contracts; 

That the Finance Committee agrees in principle to the receipt of a bus from Jawoyn 
Association, and incurs maintenance and operational costs for purposes of 
supporting competitive sport and recreation activities within Nyirranggulung Ward; 

That the Finance Committee requests that Community Night Patrol position levels in 
high risk areas are reviews on case by case basis; 

That the Finance Committee adopts the Final Amended Budget for the 18-19 
Financial Year; 

That the Finance Committee approves the disposal of the following assets via 
auction: 

o 995258 Toyota Troopcarrier GXL 

o CL06LS Toyota Troopcarrier 

o 955210 John Deere Gator 

o 912568 Kubota B26 Backhoe/Tractor 

o CB70EO John Deere Tractor 

o CA68LT John Deere Ride on Lawnmower 

o 919465 Toyota Hilux single cab 4wd 

o CA48WA Case Scout All-Terrain Vehicle 

o 955301 John Deere Gator 

 
Full Agendas and Minutes from Council and Committee meetings are publically 
available on the Roper Gulf Regional Council website at: 
www.ropergulf.nt.gov/reports-publications/council-meetings-agendas-and-minutes/ 
A printed copy can be requested at any Roper Gulf Council Office. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
  

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov/reports-publications/council-meetings-agendas-and-minutes/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.2 

TITLE LA001 - Local Authority Policy 

REFERENCE 817914 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the updated Local Authority 

Policy. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
On Wednesday 17 April 2019, the Elected Members met in Barunga for their second 
Ordinary Meeting of Council in 2019. Resolution 87/2019 was carried by Councillor Donald 
GARNER and Councillor Deanna KENNEDY and included the adoption of the revised LA001 
Local Authority Policy. 
 
This policy was revised in accordance with the Local Government Act and Guideline 8 and 
applies to all of Roper Gulf Regional Council’s Local Authorities. 
 
Important changes to note: 

• Council can terminate a member(s) who have failed to attend two (2) consecutive 
meetings without an apology being accepted by the Local Authority members or 
Council; 

• Council can terminate a member(s) who they believe are not performing their duties 
as a Local Authority Member; 

• Council can terminate a member(s) for breaches of policy or inappropriate conduct. 
 
Attached is the full revised policy adopted by Council. This policy, and all other policies can 
also be found on the Roper Gulf Regional Council website at: 
www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/reports-publications/policies/ 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  LA001 - Local Authority Policy_amended.pdf   
  

http://www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au/reports-publications/policies/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.3 

TITLE Chairperson for the Local Authority 

REFERENCE 826086 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the information regarding 

the appointment of a Chairperson of the Beswick Local Authority; 
(b) That the Bulman Local Authority appoints a Chairperson for a period of 12 

Month(s). 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
At present, each Local Authority has a rotating Chairperson, that is, it is decided on the day 
on who will chair the meeting. 
 
This is problematic for the following reasons: 
 

I. Guideline 8, s.12.2 states “That agenda must be prepared in consultation with the 
Chair of the Local Authority…” At present this is not happening in consultation with 
the Chair, but with the Directors and Acting Chief Executive Officer; 

II. Local Government Act 2008 s.63(2) “The CEO may, at the request of the Chair of a 
Local Authority, Local Board or Council Committee, convene a meeting of the Local 
Authority, Local Board or Committee” Meaning that the CEO cannot actually call for 
a meeting, only the Chairperson of that Local Authority can request the CEO to call a 
meeting. 

 
The difficulty we commonly face at the moment with Local Authority meetings being 
cancelled is that oftentimes a new date is not rescheduled, this is somewhat due to the 
above point (II.) being that only a Chairperson can convene a meeting. Without a dedicated 
Chairperson, the meeting cannot be called.  
 
The recommendation is that the Local Authority appoint an appointed member to be 
Chairperson for a period of 12 month(s). 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.4 

TITLE Draft Local Government Bill 

REFERENCE 826477 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the Draft Local Government 

Bill presentation from the Department of Local Government, Housing and 
Community Development. 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
The draft Local Government Bill is now out for consultation and the Department of Local 
Government, Housing and Community Development would like speak to the Local 
Authorities in the Roper Gulf Region. 
 
Presentation by Cristine Mantell. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Local Authorities - New Local Government Legislation.pdf   
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.5 

TITLE Bulman Gravity Reticulation 

REFERENCE 826638 

AUTHOR Ashleigh Anderson, Local Authority Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the information regarding 

the proposed Bulman/Weemol Gravity Reticulation system from Power and 
Water Corporation. 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Power and Water is undertaking a design for a wastewater collection and disposal system at 
Weemol which will include full gravity sewer, sewage pumping station and rising main to be 
connected to the Bulman sewage treatment pond. 
 
Status: 
An application to Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority for sacred site clearance has been 
submitted and initial advice is that custodians do not support the current alignment wish for it 
to be moved ~50 to 100m. The Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority has requested we 
issue the land tenure application to the Northern Land Council with new proposed alignment 
and that both the Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority and the Northern Land Council will 
coordinate their consultations with community. 
 
The Power and Water team with the help of the designers, is currently realigning the design 
and submitting the relevant paperwork (including maps and scopes of work) to both the 
Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority and the Northern Land Council. 
 
Chantal Bramley, the Stakeholder Engagement Project Manager, Remote Water Services 
from Power and Water Corporation is presenting. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.6 

TITLE Council Financial Report - May 2019 
Expenditure Report 

REFERENCE 826646 

AUTHOR Lokesh ANAND, Chief Financial Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the Financial (Expenditure) 

Report for the month of May 2018-19 financial year. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
As per the Local Government Act and Guideline 8, the Council is to submit a current 
financial report of actuals against the latest approved budget for the Local Authority area.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
There are underspends/overspends in few activities as outlined in the attached expenditure 
report. The brief explanation for these underspends/overspends for each directorate is as 
follow:    
  
Directorate of Corporate Governance:  
 
The total of underspend under this directorate is $374,779. The major activity contributing to 
this underspend is Activity 110-Assets Management Fixed ($216,590) and Activity–115 
Assets Management – Mobile ($157,192). The reason for these underspent is due to delay 
in capital works planned for these activities. Management is looking to complete this works 
at the earliest. The invoices from certain suppliers have been received late, resulting in 
underspend in the activity for the reporting period. On completion of these projects and 
payment of invoices, the actual expenses incurred will be in line with budgeted figures.  
 
Directorate of Commercial Services: 
  
The total of underspend under this directorate is $56,868. The major contributing to this 
activities are 314- Service fee CDP ($26,675) and 318-Outcome payments CDP (13,042). 
The main reason for this underspend is staff absences and vacant positions. Income of May 
is received in June and therefore, the project management and administration expenses for 
May month has not be yet posted. 
 
Directorate of Council & Community Services: 
 
The total underspend under this directorate is $163,180. The major reason for this 
underspend is the vacant positions and staff absences under few programs. Also, some of 
the invoices from suppliers have been received late, resulting in activities having 
underspends for the reporting period. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Bulman LA Expenditure Report 31.05.2019.pdf   
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.7 

TITLE Governance Report - Local Authority 
Project Register Update 

REFERENCE 826620 

AUTHOR Lokesh ANAND, Chief Financial Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Bulman Local Authority receives and notes the updated report on Local 

Authority Project Funding as at 20 June 2019. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Since 2014, the Bulman Local Authority has received a total of $207,020 in Local Authority 
Project Funding from the Department of Housing and Community Development. Till date, 
$238,520 have been allocated towards various local authority projects. This allocated 
amount also includes a surplus of $56,958.90 from the completed projects. As a result, there 
is still $25,458.90 remaining unallocated. 
 
Please find the attached summary and status of the current projects that the Local Authority 
has allocated funds for. 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Bulman Local Authority Project Register 20.06.19.pdf   
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